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Sterile Processing Week is just around the corner (Oct. 11-17)
and it’s important to start planning now to ensure the team and
department get the recognition they deserve. This article offers
useful tips for making the most of this important week. MORE.

AORN updates its AORN updates its Guideline for SpecimenGuideline for Specimen
ManagementManagement (includes recommendations (includes recommendations
for explants)for explants)
Sterile Processing (SP) professionals work diligently behind The
AORN Guideline for Specimen Management has been approved
by the AORN Guidelines Advisory Board and includes
recommendations on how to handle explant medical devices. This
guideline is planned to be released to electronic subscribers on
December 14, 2020, and will be published in the 2021 print book
edition. 

Are your cloth faceAre your cloth face
coverings clean? CDCcoverings clean? CDC
explains how to launderexplains how to launder
them properly.them properly.
These days, we’re wearing masks in

places we never dreamed of wearing them. They help protect
others and create a safer environment for all – but reusable fabric
masks must be cleaned regularly (and properly). CLICK HERE for
a how-to from the CDC.

Educational resource Educational resource Block’s Disinfection,Block’s Disinfection,
Sterilization and PreservationSterilization and Preservation gets an gets an
updateupdate
Block’s Disinfection, Sterilization, and Preservation, sixth edition,
has been released and is the first new edition in nearly 20
years. Although the technical manual does not replace US
standards and guidelines, it can serve as a valuable educational
resource for those involved in physical and chemical disinfection
and sterilization methods. CLICK HERE for more information.

Sept. 24 webinar:Sept. 24 webinar:
Getting the MostGetting the Most
out of Yourout of Your
Reusable MedicalReusable Medical
DevicesDevices

A Sept. 24, 2020, webinar from OR Today, presented by Kevin
Anderson, BSN, RN, CNOR, CSSM, CRCST, CHL, CIS, CER, will
address reusable medical device costs and the importance of
proper care and handling of reusable medical devices. The
webinar is sponsored by Healthmark Industries and worth 1 CE
(IAHCSMM and CBSPD). CLICK HERE for more information.

Sue Klacik speaking at NYSACC/HANYSSue Klacik speaking at NYSACC/HANYS
infection control virtual training eventinfection control virtual training event
IAHCSMM Clinical Educator Sue Klacik will be speaking on the
subject of cleaning, disinfection and sterilization during an Oct. 21
webinar. The webinar is part of a broader virtual infection control
and epidemiology training event hosted by the New York State
Association for Professionals in Infection Control and
Epidemiology Coordinating Council/Healthcare Association of
New York State (NYSACC/HANYS). 
CLICK HERE for more information.

10 tips for preparing10 tips for preparing
for a healthcare jobfor a healthcare job
interviewinterview
Whether you’re hunting for your
first Sterile Processing job,
seeking new employment at a

different facility or looking to advance within your department, it
pays to be prepared. READ HERE for experts’ top tips.

Keep the endo sponge where it belongsKeep the endo sponge where it belongs
Q: Why can’t the endoscopy nurse send the endo sponge
they use for point-of-use treatment with the scope, so we can
use it to further clean the scope in the decontamination
room? The container used to transport the scope is solid and
leakproof.

A: The sponge used at the point of use removes gross debris,
which makes it heavily burdened with bodily fluids. When the
scope is in the decontamination room to begin the cleaning
process, the sponge should be clean. Using a sponge that is
heavily contaminated with body fluids will re-contaminate the
scope and defeat the purpose of cleaning.

Source: ANSI/AAMI ST91 Flexible endoscope processing, section 5.2
Precleaning at the point of use
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