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Message from the President 

 We have made it to the end of the year, and I am sure that everyone is expe-
riencing the end of year rush for patients to have their surgeries.  On Saturday, 
December 1st, we will have our Annual Fall Seminar at The Christ Hospital in 
Cincinnati, Ohio.  From the looks of things, we will have our best attendance at 
any Buckeye CSP Meeting.  We have 16 vendors signed up for the Vendor’s 
Fair, and two awesome speakers that will share their years of experience with us 
all.   

 For anyone interested in being a Board Member for the Buckeye CSP, we will 
be voting in January for a new Treasurer and President.  I have been honored to 
serve as President for this Chapter, and feel there is more growth that can and 
will happen.  I would love to stay on and help wherever I can help.  This is a 
great opportunity to lead a great group of people who have the desire to learn 
and do their best.  We will announce during the meeting and through emails how 
you can apply to be a Board Member or nominate someone who you feel will do 
a great job.   

 We will also discuss how the Buckeye Chapter will send someone to the 
IAHCSMM Annual Meeting in Anaheim, CA.  This will not be a drawing, there will 
be some work involved.  We are planning to have an essay question that  people 
who enter will need to complete.  We will have an independent person review the 
entries and make the selection.  There will be several commitments that the win-
ner will need to agree with before being named the winner.  This package will be 
worth $2,000 in expenses. 

 I would like to share this with you all.  I recently visited Mexico City represent-
ing IAHCSMM at the World Sterilization Federation annual meeting.  While there, 
we visited a hospital in Mexico City and toured their Sterile Processing depart-
ment.  What we saw was a department that did not have a lot invested into 
it.  Their equipment was old, their instrument trays were limited, but it was a 
clean well-kept department.  Everyone working was doing their best with what 
little they had.  They were proud of their department and their enthusiasm in their 
work was evident.  The teamwork they displayed was amazing.  Each person 
knew what the other person was doing and came to help when they could.  It 
was a lesson in perception for me, as walked into the department and perceived 
that it would be an unhappy department.  What I saw was the opposite.  I saw 
great pride and happiness in the work they performed.  It was great to see that 
their old equipment and small space did not hinder them from doing their best for 
theirs patients.  If we could just bottle that up and sprinkle it in our departments, 
we all would be better off.   

Enjoy your holidays.  

Tony Thurmond 

  



Newly Certified  

Technicians 

Congratulations to the new-

ly certified individuals  who 

have recently taken one of  

the four IAHCSMM certifi-

cation exams, they are as 

follows:  

Michelle Bagot 

Amanda Schabell 

Charlotte Williams 

Alan Legros 

Gabriel Myers 

Mary Simmons 

Terri Williams 

Sherry Kemplin 

Kayla Parker 

Dwight Green 

Walter Bishop 

Kayla Brislin 

Jessica Castells 

Anthony Cook 

Trevor Cousins 

Ryan Fagan 

Abdul Farouk 

Mark Fernandes 

Melissa Gatto 

Brandon Klotz 

Grant Miller 

Jasmine Millings 

Emily Pepiot 

Melanie Peters 

Sandra Seals 

Christian Coppedge 

Cerano Hill 

Antoneisha Isham 

Steven Strader 

Angela Willham 

IAHCSMM Annual Conference and Expo  
Anaheim CA 

April 27 - May 1, 2019 
 

If you wish for your facility to 

be a spotlight in our newslet-

ter, please email   Tony Thur-

mond and he will send you a 

short questionnaire to be filled 

out. 

The upcoming IAHCSMM Annual Conference and Expo will be held at the Ana-

heim Marriott and Convention Center in Anaheim, CA.  The theme of this confer-

ence is A Fresh Perspective. Pre-conference events start on Saturday, April 27th 

and the Opening of this fabulous event begins at 8am on Sunday, April 28th.   

The topics for this event  are anything from Hands-On workshops, Certification 

Legislation, Designing and Implementing Real Preventative Maintenance Pro-

grams, Roundtable for AAMI information to View Through a Surgeon’s Eyes.  

I can’t forget to mention the incredible people you meet that do what we do every 

day.  The networking and discussions with others; sharing stories of what goes 

on within your departments.  Sometimes there are great ideas that you can take 

back to your facility to try them out.   

If you want more information on the conference, you can go to the IAHCSMM 

website and under the tab of  events, the link to the conference is the first 

choice. 

There are a few scholarships available from the following:  

 Aesculap—12 individual scholarships covering the registration fees up to 
$395. Due by December 31st. 

 Mobile Instrument- scholarship covers registration fees and up to 4 nights of 
hotel accommodations. Transportation and other expenses not included. 
Due by December 31st. 

 IAHCSMM Foundation Conference Scholarship-scholarships will cover regis-

Also if you have a special request for information or question about something within our 
field of work, we may be able to help with that too.  Just ask. 



Is training and education really im-

portant for the sterile processing personnel? 

SPD personnel should receive an initial orientation that covers the task 

that the individual will be preforming in not only the SPD processing area, 

but also with policies and procedures, along with safety, attire that is 

worn, personal hygiene and the compliance with state and federal regula-

tions.  Facilities should provide continuing education at regular intervals 

so any updates on knowledge and skills can be communicated.  In-

service training should also be provided on all new equipment, devices 

and instrumentation.   

Written standardized programs by the facility should have tools to docu-

ment that education and training were preformed and competencies are 

verified.  These records are kept in the employee files and is required by 

accrediting agencies.  

Reference: Association for the Advancement of Medical Instrumentation—

ANSI/AAMI ST79:2017, section 4.3 & 4.3.1 page 26 

 

 Buckeye Central Service  

Association 

Officers 

 
Tony Thurmond 

President 

 

Harry Lusby 

Vice-President 

 

Rodney Eldred 

Treasurer 

 

 

Ann Kobayashi 

Secretary 

If you have interest in becoming an officer, 

please contact Tony Thurmond. 

Buckeye Central Service Chapter 

For more information about BCSA contact: 

 

Tony Thurmond, President 

Phone: 937-626-2902 

Work: 513-585-0574 

Email: Anthony.Thurmond@thechristhospital.com 

 

 

 

Ann Kobayashi, Secretary 

Phone: 859-421-1834 

Work:  513-585-2437 

Email: ann.kobayashi@thechristhospital.com 

Upcoming Ohio SPD Seminars 

Buckeye Central Service Chapter 
Winter Meet and Vendor Fair 

The Christ Hospital 

2139 Auburn Ave 

Cincinnati, OH 

Saturday, December 1st,  2018 

Speakers: Stephen Kovak, Ray Taurasi 

$ 10.00  5CEs 

 
Mid Ohio Central Service Professionals  
2018— 

For more information: https://www.mocspchapter.com/ 

 
 

North East Ohio Central Service Association 
Contact: 

Perry Starcovic, CRCST 

216.581.0500 

 
Northwest Ohio Central Service Association 
Contact: 

President—Lauren Hall  CRCST 

Sterile Processing Tech 

Henry County Hospital 

Napoleon, OH 

419.592.4015 x3217 

 



The best part of the season is  

remembering those who make the 

holidays meaningful.  

 

The Board members of BCSA  

wish you all the love  

and  

happiness this season can bring. 


