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CELEBRATE CENTRAL SERVICE WEEK !                   

OCTOBER 8-14 

 
Michigan Society for 
Healthcare Central 
Service Professionals 

 We all know that Central Service is the heart of the hospital. We 

PUMP out work to numerous customers on a daily basis. Let’s give 

ourselves a hand! Clap for the people who make a difference with 

patients every day! This week is dedicated to all those in the pro-

fession to celebrate and highlight their many contributions. It is the 

week they should receive acknowledgment and appreciation from 

all levels in the hospital. Planning and creation can fill a week with 

fun, ideas, and events. Get inspired and push your departments 

events to new heights!  

Potlucks, picture boards, CE inservices, tours, small gifts, a free 

lunch from the cafeteria, CS/OR (?) wrapping contest, caramel ap-

ples, Pay-Day candy bars (everyone deserves an extra pay-day), 

and yes you can have a simple ice cream sundae bar! Just a few of 

the ideas I have used in the past. Feel free to steal them! Whatever 

you do, have a great week and celebrate the goodness in all that 

you do for others.  
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Reference: http://www.jorypepper.com/   

Alternating magnetic fields  

(AMF) may replace reconstruc-

tive surgery and IV antibiotics, 

for total joint knees that have be-

come infected. Dangerous bio-

films, a collection of microorgan-

isms that collect on metal and 

other surfaces, make it difficult 

for antibiotic drugs and immune 

fighting cells to fend off these in-

fections post total joint surgeries. 

Researchers at Utah Southwest-

ern Medical Center, Dr. Rajiv 

Chopra, and Dr. David Green-

berg, developed this technology 

to heat up the surface of pros-

thetic metal joints to destroy bac-

terial biofilms. Their work can be 

seen in Scientific Research.  
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They discovered when a metal 

is introduced to alternating 

magnetic fields (AMF), electri-

cal currents are produced on 

the metal and heat is generat-

ed. Furthermore, they also dis-

covered when speeding up the 

direction of the magnetic fields, 

the electrical currents stay on 

the edge of the metal surface 

where the deadly biofilms lurk.  

Can this technology emerge 

and take over the expensive 

antibiotic treatments or even 

surgery?  More than one mil-

lion hip and knee replacements 

a year in the United States 

give these researchers fuel to 

succeed! 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiIm7fJ_I3WAhXM4CYKHXRjCgAQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2F3plusinternational.com%2F2016%2F10%2Fcommunicating-different-generations%2F&psig=AFQjCNEEtVxWO2MPrh6ueJMOXMaA4Qst


Prevacuum Dynamic Air Removal Steriliz-

ers uses a vacuum pump to remove air 

from the chamber. A daily test (Bowie Dick) 

is used to test for air leaks. This test should 

be ran in an empty chamber and laid flat in 

the section over the drain. This area is locat-

ed in the front of the sterilizer adjacent to the 

door.  

Steam Flush Pressure Pulse, commonly 

referred to as SFPP,  uses a unique cycle 

that removes the air from the chamber by al-

ternating a steam flush and pressure pulse 

above atmospheric pressure. Similar to the 

prevacuum sterilizer, air is removed from the 

load, but there is no need to check for air 

leaks because the steam is above atmos-

pheric pressure. Many hospitals choose this 

type of sterilization cycle to save money on 

Bowie Dick tests.  

Steam Sterilization has two types. There 

is gravity and dynamic air removal. Dynamic 

air includes prevacuum and steam flush 

pressure pulse (SFPP)  

Gravity Sterilizers are usually found in 

the Operating Room setting. During the cy-

cle, steam enters through the top of the of 

the sterilizer chamber. This forces the cooler 

air out through the bottom of the chamber 

where the drain is located. Cycle times vary 

according to the type of package or tray. Al-

ways check for accuracy of time settings.  

Dynamic Air Removal Sterilizers are like 

gravity sterilizers with the exception of a 

vacuum pump. This pump assists the re-

moval of air before the steam enters. When 

the steam enters, it touches all objects im-

mediately. Cycle times for packed instru-

ment sets are 4 minutes at 270 degrees, 

and 3 minutes at 275 degrees.  
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Can You Identify the Different Steam Sterilization Cycles ? 

malfunction reports, and more can be ob-

tained by searching the product device 

name or category.  

Hydrogen Peroxide has been an accepted 

low temperature sterilization method for sev-

eral decades now. These sterilizers are de-

signed to kill microorganisms and spores on 

all instruments. Since the early inception of 

these sterilizers, not much concern was fo-

cused on breathing in these chemical va-

pors. If one were to research the MAUDE 

website, it is evident in reports, that there 

has been employees exposed to the dan-

gerous vapors of Hydrogen Peroxide. 

MAUDE is valuable resource to know.  

  Each year, the FDA receives several hun-

dred thousand medical device reports 

(MDR’s). They created a data base to house 

all of these reports in a website called 

MAUDE.  Manufacturer and User  Facility 

Device Experience.   

Information can be found on food, drugs, 

vaccines, tobacco, cosmetics along with 

medical devices. There are thousands of re-

ports filed and stored from many years ago. 

It is designed to assist consumers to stay 

updated and  staying safe and healthy.  

 For Health Professionals, medical product 

safety information, adverse event/problems, 

MAUDE, A Valuable Website 
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Steve Kovach , HealthMark Ind. Direc-

tor of Education, sent me a note last 

week reminding me that the merge be-

tween the American Society for 

Healthcare Central Service Professionals 

(ASHCSP), and the International Associ-

ation for Healthcare Central Service Ma-

teriel Management (IAHCSMM)

happened 10 years ago on September 

18, 2007. This marks our 10th year of 

being ONE VOICE for the Central Ser-

vice Profession. Thanks Steve for re-

minding me! He made a special post on 

Link in for this celebratory event.  


