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Important Legislative Updates and 
Requests for Member Support
Q: What is the status of our legislation in Massachusetts,  
Rhode Island and Pennsylvania?
A: On February 5, 2019, our certification legislation in Pennsylvania passed unanimously out 
of the House Health Committee. Our legislation was combined with the surgical technologists’ 
legislation because legislators thought it would be easier to combine them into one bill. The 
next step for our legislation may be the Appropriations committee. The Pennsylvania legislature 
will be taking a break and will not meet again until mid-March.

Unfortunately, our Massachusetts legislation did not pass by the end of the legislative cycle. 
Massachusetts started a new two-year legislative cycle in January 2019. Our legislation will be 
reintroduced with our same Senate sponsor and we will be introducing an additional House 
version of our bill. Members in Massachusetts, I ask you to continue to watch your email because 
we have sent several action alerts out to you in the last couple months and, unfortunately, not 
many of you sent letters to elected officials. We still need your help, so please don’t give up on us 
now! When you see an email from me, I ask that you please send a letter to your state legislators.

We will be reintroducing our legislation in Rhode Island this year. We met with the several 
organizations that expressed concerns about our legislation last year and are close to working 
out a compromise with them. Rhode Island’s legislative session ends in June. 

Q: Are there any new states that have introduced certification 
legislation?
A: Yes, Colorado is in the process of introducing legislation. We moved forward with Colorado 
due to recent news articles on outbreaks of dirty surgical instruments — and also because the 
Senate switched to democrat control. Colorado members, please attend the Colorado Chapter 
Conference on Saturday, March 9, from 7:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Email Peggy Spitzer at pspitzer@
certol.com for more information.

Professional Certification Coalition 
Update
There have been 22 bills introduced across the country that either have harmful language 
in them for private certifications or could be amended to have harmful language for private 
certifications. One such bill is in Indiana and that language is very similar to what Ohio was 
trying to do in 2018. The Professional Certification Coalition is determining whether we should 
hire a lobbyist to help with that legislation.

A D V O C A C Y  

CORNER
By Josephine Colacci, Esq., IAHCSMM Government Affairs Director


