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IAHCSMM Joins Coalition to Address 
Potentially Detrimental Legislation
IAHCSMM joined the Professional Certification Coalition, a group that consists of 90 non-profit 
organizations that are either membership organizations or certifying bodies. The Coalition 
“will address efforts to enact legislation that would undermine the recognition of certifications 
developed or offered by private certification organizations.”

This year, states have introduced legislation that would restrict occupational licensing and 
certification. There seems to be a concerted effort by organizations against occupational 
licensing, with negative effects on the profession. Two states had legislation to restrict 
occupational certifications.

Louisiana had legislation that would have prohibited the use of any private organizations’ 
certifications. This means that if an individual holds any of IAHCSMM’s certifications, he or 
she would have been prohibited from using them. Interestingly, this bill was not introduced 
with this prohibitive language; the language was inserted into the bill on the House floor. 
The Coalition hired a lobbyist to oppose the language in the bill. IAHCSMM drafted a letter of 
opposition to the Senate Committee and had members respond to an action alert in the state. 
Due to this collaborative approach, we were successful in removing prohibitive language. A 
big thank you to everyone in Louisiana who sent letters to their Senators.

Missouri had two bills that would require the state government to grant certifications to 
qualified individuals. This means that upon government approval, the individual could use 
the term “certified” in his/her title. The same Coalition that was used in Louisiana did not have 
enough time to respond to the Missouri bills as we were not alerted to these bills until after 
both bills has successfully passed the legislature. IAHCSMM had members respond to an 
action alert that asked the Governor to veto the bills (again, a sincere thank you to everyone 
in Missouri who sent letters to the Governor’s office). Unfortunately, we were not successful in 
obtaining a veto and the bills were signed into law. We are working with the Coalition to have 
legislation introduced next session to amend these laws.

Ohio has two bills of concern. One bill would abolish all occupational licensing agencies within 
five years, unless an agency establishes that their “authority is narrowly tailored to protect against 
present, recognizable and significant harms to the health, safety and welfare of the public.” 
Another bill calls for “state action” to “offer” governmental voluntary certification programs when 
there is “asymmetrical information between the seller and buyer.” Both bills successfully passed 
the Senate and are expected to be taken up by the House before the end of the year.

IAHCSMM will continue to monitor this type of legislation. Please know we are doing 
everything we can to protect the use of your certifications.
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