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Q: What is the status of our legislation in Massachusetts, Rhode 
Island and Pennsylvania?

A: In Pennsylvania, our bill is awaiting a hearing in the Senate Health committee. We have 
meetings set up with Senators for the second week of June. Remember, since our legislation has 
already passed out of the state House of Representatives, we have until November of 2020 to 
finish it, so we are ahead of schedule.

In Massachusetts, our legislation had a Joint Public Health Committee hearing on May 7, 2019.  
Karen Nauss, CRCST, Mark Duro, CRCST, and I testified before the committee. During the hearing, 
we received more questions from committee members compared to any other bill that was heard 
that day.  The legislators were very engaged on our issue. The committee only took testimony 
on the legislation and will vote on the bill at a later date. We have a meeting set with the House 
Majority Leader on June 13.  

In Rhode Island, we had a Senate Health Committee hearing on our legislation on May 2, 2019.  
Sandra Cullen, CRCST, and I testified before the committee.  The United Nurses and Allied 
Professionals testified in opposition but explained to the committee that they are working with us 
to try to come to a compromise on the bill’s language. The legislature adjourns at the end of June.

 
Pennsylvania Legislation Seeks to Prohibit Use of Certifications 
There is pending legislation in Pennsylvania that would prohibit the use of certifications by 
private organizations.  As currently drafted, HB811 defines “licensing or certifying body” to mean 
“the issuing body to whom an individual has applied for a license or certification to conduct or 
perform a lawful occupation or profession for which the license or certification is required in this 
Commonwealth.”  Additionally, “certification” is defined as a “nontransferable certification provided 
by a licensing or certifying body to an applicant who is not disqualified.”   Another section of the 
bill then states that “an individual who did not receive certification may also perform the lawful 
occupational for compensation but may not use the title certified.” As drafted, the language in this 
bill indicates that a certifying body is limited to a state entity and, therefore, individuals holding a 
certification from a private credentialing entity would be prohibited from using that title. 

We are concerned that this language could end up in the Governor’s budget bill in June.  The 
Professional Certification Coalition, with which IAHCSMM is a member, is looking at retaining a 
lobbyist to represent the Coalition to ensure this language is not inserted into other legislation.
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