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Q: What is the status of our legislation in Massachusetts, 
Pennsylvania and Rhode Island?

A: Our Massachusetts legislation faced some difficult obstacles earlier this year.  Our bill was 
pending before the Joint Health Care Financing Committee, with an original deadline to be voted 
on of March 28, 2018.  At the end of February, the House Chair of the Joint Health Care Financing 
Committee passed away unexpectedly; this delayed all legislation pending before the committee, 
including our bill, until April 25, 2018. That deadline was then extended to May 16, 2018.  Our bill 
successfully passed out of this committee by the last deadline and is now on its way to the Senate 
Ways and Means Committee. Our legislation has until the first couple days of January 2019 to be 
signed into law.

We caught a break in Pennsylvania because the House Health Chair left the legislature to 
take another job and he was replaced by a new Chair who happens to be a co-sponsor of our 
legislation.  We met with her in April and are hopeful we will be moving our bill forward later this 
year.  This legislature ends near the end of the year.

Our bills in Rhode Island had public hearings; however, they have not been voted on by their 
respective committees in the House and Senate.  We are currently trying to work out amendments 
on these bills with other organizations.  This legislature adjourns near the end of June.

International Central Service Week News for Advocacy Efforts
In case you missed the 2018 IAHCSMM Annual Conference & Expo in Phoenix, Ariz., or did 
not attend my legislative session, I announced that IAHCSMM would be giving away five free 
registrations to the 2019 IAHCSMM Annual Conference & Expo in Anaheim, Calif.; all you will 
need to do to be eligible for the drawing is participate in two action alerts that I will be sending 
out at the end of September or early October.  

The first email will ask you to send letters to your local media outlets.  The second email will ask 
you to send letters to your elected officials.  I have already drafted the letters for you, so all you 
need to do is click through the email to send the letters. It’s that simple—and 
your participation can play a big role in our legislative efforts! Note: You 
must send both emails to be eligible to enter the drawing.

If you’re uncertain whether your name is in my database, email me at 
jo@iahcsmm.org. I will make sure you are added so you will receive 
my emails this fall.  May the force be with you!
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