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Q: Have any new states introduced certification legislation?

A: Yes, on January 18, 2018, and January 
24, 2018, Rhode Island introduced H. 7269 
and S.2076 to require new Central Service 
technicians to be certified and maintain 
continuing education credits.  Since October 
2017, I, along with one of our members—
Sandra Cullen, CRCST —have been meeting 
with trade groups and legislators about 
introducing our legislation in Rhode Island. 
Our Senate sponsor is the Chairman of the 
Senate Health and Human Services Committee, 
and our House sponsor is Vice Chairwoman 
of the House Health, Education and Welfare 
Committee. Our legislation has to pass out of 
both of these committees. The Rhode Island 
legislature meets from January through June.

Q: What is the status of our legislation in Massachusetts and Pennsylvania?  
A: In Massachusetts in January, we met with legislators who have sponsored our bill (we have 48 co-
sponsors) and legislators who serve on the Joint Healthcare Financing Committee. Our bill has until March 
28, 2018, to successfully pass out of the Joint Healthcare Financing Committee.  All the legislators and their 
staff had positive things to say about our bill. Our legislation has passed out of this committee before, so 
we are just waiting for them to pass it again.  

As I explained in a previous column, in addition to our standalone legislation, we were able to successfully 
have our bill language amended onto a larger healthcare bill, which successfully passed the entire Senate 
on November 9, 2017.  The House will introduce its own version of this healthcare bill, which means our 
language would have to be amended onto the House version, just as it was in the Senate version. I will 
keep you updated as to whether or not we are able to do this.

In Pennsylvania, our legislation was introduced this year in the House, but we determined it would be 
best for us to introduce a companion bill in the Senate. We identified a Senate bill sponsor and are waiting 
for the Senator to formally introduce that legislation. I have had a number of technicians in Pennsylvania 
reach out to me regarding trying to obtain letters of support from their hospitals. I am waiting until we get 
a Senate bill number so we can include that bill number in our letters. Please continue to contact me at 
jo@iahcsmm.org if you are willing to help us obtain letters of support.

CERTIFICATION 

CORNER
By Josephine Colacci, Esq., IAHCSMM Government Affairs Director

https://www.iahcsmm.org/images/Advocacy/Certification_Bills/H7269.pdf
https://www.iahcsmm.org/images/Advocacy/Certification_Bills/S2076.pdf
mailto:jo%40iahcsmm.org?subject=

