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Legislative Updates for Mass., R.I. and Penn.
Q: What is the status of our legislation in Massachusetts, Rhode Island and Pennsylvania?

A: In Pennsylvania, our bill is awaiting a hearing in the Senate Health committee. In June, we met 
with several Senators to discuss our legislation and we are hopeful that our legislation will have a 
Senate Health Committee hearing this fall. The legislature is on recess until mid-September.

In Massachusetts, we met in June with the Speaker of the House’s office and the House Majority 
Leader. The Speaker of the House’s healthcare staff person was one of a few people who toured a 
Central Service/Sterile Processing department when we first introduced the bill in Massachusetts. 
When she toured the department, she worked for the Chair of the Joint Public health Committee. 
We are waiting for the Joint Public Health Committee to vote on our legislation. 

In Rhode Island, we could not overcome the opposition of the United Nurses and Allied Professionals 
(UNAP) before the legislature adjourned at the end of June. We will work the remaining summer 
and fall to see if we can find common ground with UNAP to reintroduce the bill in January 2020.

Pennsylvania Legislation Aims to Prohibit Use of Certifications 
Pending legislation in Pennsylvania would prohibit the use of certifications by private 
organizations. We were concerned this language could end up in the Governor’s budget bill in 
June. The Professional Certification Coalition, in which IAHCSMM is a member, retained a lobbyist 
to represent the Coalition to ensure this language was not inserted into the Governor’s budget bill. 
I am pleased to report the Coalition was successful in keeping the language out of the Governor’s 
budget bill. The Coalition is determining whether it will continue to retain a lobbyist through the 
rest of the year as we have been told the issue may come up this fall.

A Tour of HIGHPOWER Validation 
Testing & Lab Services Inc. 
In July, I toured HIGHPOWER Validation Testing & 
Services in Rochester, N.Y. For more than 25 years, 
HIGHPOWER has validated reusable medical devices 
for device manufacturers. Throughout my tour, I 
was able to learn more about what HIGHPOWER 
does to make a Central Service/Sterile Processing 
professional’s job easier. I want to thank Mariann 
Nestrick, Todd Schojan and Chuck Hughes for inviting 
me to tour the facility and taking the time to explain 
all the different facets of the validation process.
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