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This year, states introduced legislation that would restrict occupational licensing and 
certification. There seems to be a concerted effort by organizations against occupational 
licensing, which is negatively impacting professional certification. Now, the International 
Association of Healthcare Central Service Materiel Management’s (IAHCSMM’s) advocacy 
efforts are focused on occupational certifications, not occupational licensing. Two states had 
legislation to restrict occupational certifications.

Louisiana had legislation that would have prohibited the use of any private organizations’ 
certifications. This means that if you hold any of IAHCSMM’s certifications you would have 
been prohibited to use them. Interestingly, this bill was not introduced with this prohibitive 
language; it was inserted into the bill on the House floor. IAHCSMM joined a coalition of 45 
organizations that hired a lobbyist to oppose the language in the bill. IAHCSMM drafted a 
letter of opposition to the Senate Committee and had members respond to an action alert 
in the state. Due to our collaborative approach, we were successful in removing prohibitive 
language. I would like to extend my sincere appreciation to everyone in Louisiana who sent 
letters to their Senators.

Missouri passed two bills that will require the state government to grant certifications to 
qualified individuals. This means upon government approval the individual could use the 
term “certified” in his/her title. The same coalition used in Louisiana did not have enough 
time to respond to the Missouri bills as we were not alerted to these bills until after both 
bills had successfully passed the legislature. IAHCSMM had members respond to an action 
alert that asked the Governor to veto the bills. Many thanks to everyone in Missouri who 
sent letters to the Governor’s office. Unfortunately, we were not successful in obtaining a 
veto and the bills were signed into law. We are working with other organizations to have 
legislation introduced next session to amend these laws.

Ohio has two bills of concern, although the bills are not specific to certifications. One bill 
would abolish all occupational licensing agencies within five years unless an agency 
establishes that their “authority is narrowly tailored to protect against present, recognizable 
and significant harms to the health, safety and welfare of the public.” Another bill does not 
mention certification but would mandate that every state agency “reduce the total number 
of regulatory restrictions by thirty percent.” Both bills successfully passed the Senate and are 
expected to be taken up by the House before the end of the year.

IAHCSMM will continue to monitor this type of legislation. Please know we are doing 
everything we can to protect the use of your certifications.
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Educational Webinars Now 
Available—and FREE for 
IAHCSMM Members! 

IAHCSMM strives to make obtaining 
continuing education hours an 
easy and rewarding journey 
for its members and certified 
professionals— and now it can also 
be fun. 

All you need to do is log in on the 
IAHCSMM website and view our 
new online webinars to earn 1 
contact hour (per webinar) that 
can be applied toward certification 
renewal. Webinar topics range 
from Central Service Attire to 
Understanding/Developing a 
Competency Program. Currently, 
eight webinars are in the library 
and more titles will continue to 
be added, so be sure to visit the 
webinar library often. The best 
news?  Each webinar is FREE to 
IAHCSMM members.  As a member, 
that means you can obtain most, 
if not all, of your continuing 
education with no additional 
dollars out of your pocket.  Pricing is 
only $15 for Central Service/Sterile 
Processing professionals who are 
non-members/certified only. Visit 
www.iahcsmm.org/webinars for 
additional details.

http://www.iahcsmm.org/webinars

