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Q: What is the status of our certification legislation in Rhode Island?

A: Our legislation, SB2076 and HB7269, had committee hearings in the Senate Health and Human 
Services on March 27, 2018, and in the House Committee on Health, Education and Welfare on 
March 28. Both committees took testimony only and will vote on the legislation at a later date. 
The unions opposed our legislation, claiming that it would cost their members (Central Service 
technicians) too much money to become certified. We will be working with legislators to see if we 
need to change any language in the bills. The Rhode Island legislature adjourns in June.

 
Don’t miss IAHCSMM’s April 28 advocacy sessions at the  
Annual Conference in Phoenix 

Be sure to attend the pre-conference Legislative Workshop 101 on Saturday, April 28, 2018 
(check the schedule for times). This interactive workshop will be presented by me and members 
of IAHCSMM’s Advocacy Committee (Steve Adams, RN, BA, CHL, CRCST, IAHCSMM outgoing 
President; Lori Ferrer, BS, CST, CRCST; Steve Maley, CHL, CSPDM; Don Williams, CHL, CRCST; 
and Damien Berg, BS, BA, CRCST, IAHCSMM incoming President and Chair of the Advocacy 
Committee). We encourage everyone to bring questions, so this workshop can answer anything 
you want to know about IAHCSMM’s advocacy efforts. It will explain how bills are drafted and how 
a bill becomes a law at the state level. It will also explain to chapter members how to prepare for 
legislative efforts in their state. Last, but not least, the workshop will also address how to quickly 
and easily send legislative action alerts. 

I also encourage you to attend my general session, entitled The Grand Canyon of Certification 
Legislation, on Sunday, April 29, 2018 (from 1-2 p.m.). This session will be presented by me 
and special guests from IAHCSMM’s Advocacy Committee. One cannot see our certification 
legislation in one view, as if it were a changeless process from which a curtain might be lifted; 
to see it, it is necessary to must work month to month through its different state legislative 
processes and state legislators. This legislative session will lift the curtain to present a mock 
meeting with legislators, so attendees can learn which questions legislators ask regarding 
certification legislation and how we respond to those questions. Attendees will learn the 
current status of our legislative efforts and will also discover how easy it is to send emails to 
their elected officials regarding the certification issue and the CS profession (and why it is so 
important to participate in these action emails). 
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https://www.iahcsmm.org/images/Advocacy/Certification_Bills/S2076.pdf
https://www.iahcsmm.org/images/Advocacy/Certification_Bills/H7269.pdf

